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The importance of the center
Community Development

Safe space

Preservation of history

•https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/exhibit/_ALS39jn_vdqLg

•https://gaycenter.org/about/history

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/exhibit/_ALS39jn_vdqLg
https://gaycenter.org/about/history


Research
Jstor and library sources

Google scholar

Primary sources i.e. news, The Center website, organization sites (ACTUP and 
GLAAD)



Argument
Need

Meeting place



Arguement cont.

•Act-UP, Lesbian avengers, GLAAD, Queer Nation

•Support groups and 12 step

•Archive

•Library



In Class
Lipstick and Timberlands by 

Mignon Moore
•Moore, Mignon R. 2006. “Lipstick or Timberlands? Meaning of gender 

presentation in black lesbian communities.”_Signs: Journal of women in 

culture and society_32(1): 113-139



Out of class
Hudson Valley and Philip 

Morris readings

•"NYC Lesbian & Gay Center Hosts Hudson Valley Event." In The 

Life: The Mid Hudson Valley's Monthly Lesbian & Gay 

Newspaper, July 1998, 6. Archives of Sexuality & Gender 

(accessed April 2, 2017). 

http://tinyurl.galegroup.com.ezproxy.trincoll.edu/tinyurl/4dCE

m8.

•Offen, N., E. A. Smith, and R. E. Malone. "From Adversary to 

Target Market: The ACT-UP Boycott of Philip Morris." Tobacco 

Control 12, no. 2 (2003): 203-07. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/20208127. 

http://tinyurl.galegroup.com.ezproxy.trincoll.edu/tinyurl/4dCEm8
http://tinyurl.galegroup.com.ezproxy.trincoll.edu/tinyurl/4dCEm8
http://tinyurl.galegroup.com.ezproxy.trincoll.edu/tinyurl/4dCEm8
http://tinyurl.galegroup.com.ezproxy.trincoll.edu/tinyurl/4dCEm8
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20208127
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20208127
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20208127


Plaque
The lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community center, created in 1983 is ground zero for the largest gay activist 
groups in America and possibly the world. A lot of resistance for the aids movement was started here and it is vitally 
important even today to the movement as ACT-UP still meets here. It boasts the largest LGBT library in New York and the 
only queer bookstore. The LGBT community center, originally the Gay and Lesbian community center, has serviced the 
entire community with not only support groups for LGBT people of all ages but also 12 step programs for all citizens. The 
center boasts a strong lineage of activist groups that were all founded and fostered in the center including Lesbian 
avengers, GLAAD, Queer nation and ACT-UP. These groups continue to work with the center to bring about positive 
change at a national level. The center is home to an archive of the work of some of the most well know gay and lesbian 
artists including Keith Haring, Audre Lorde and many others. The center has hosted many events that have drawn people 
like Assoto Saint and Vito Russo all while reaching farther and farther outside of New York City. With the nationalization 
of many of the activist groups that call its halls home, the center’s reach and concern encompasses more than just New 
York City; it includes the entire country. The center also makes a point of servicing people of all races, religions, ages, and 
genders. Since its inception, the center has helps LGBT youth by giving them a safe space to hangout, learn, network, 
grow and collaborate. Their all purpose meeting rooms allow for over 400 groups to meet every year and thousands of 
people to visit every day. The one of a kind mural by Keith Haring in the bathroom draws crowds of artists and tourists 
who want to see all the hidden gems that New York City has to offer.



Conclusion
Growing importance of the center

Historical significance


