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1. Academic Writing
2. Public Writing

3. Reflective Writing



Academic Writing



Academic Writing Genres Might Include: 
● Annotated Bibliographies
● Reading Responses
● Analysis Papers
● Research Papers
● Research Posters



Combining Community Learning and Academic Writing
● Primary sources - qualitative and quantitative data from 

community-based research projects

● Secondary sources - locally-focused research like white papers, websites, 
informational brochures, or datasets from nearby organizations. 

● Responses - analysis of readings can include discussion of community 
learning experiences



Poster Project in
“Global Perspectives 
in Biodiversity and 
Conservation” 
Dr. Amber Pitt, 
Trinity College





Public Writing



Public Writing Genres Might Include: 
● Policy memos
● Fact sheets
● Presentations for or with community organizations
● Editorials 
● Videos
● Blog posts
● Infographics or data visualizations



Incorporating Public Writing 
● Shift volunteer-oriented community learning component to 

product-oriented

● Assignments that ask students to engage in writing for a 
public audience



Video Project in
“Theories of Social 
Change” 
Dr. Serena Laws, 
Trinity College





Reflective Writing



Questions to Consider
● What are your goals for this community learning component? What are 

you hoping students will learn?

● What are more specific questions you can ask that allow them to critically 
think through ways they have reached those goals?

● How can you include reflection opportunities throughout the semester 
that build toward a final writing assignment? 



Multimodal Reflection in
“Writing for Social 
Change” 
Dr. Megan Faver Hartline, 
Trinity College





Discussion Questions
In groups of 3 or 4, consider: 

● What types of writing are happening on your campus now? 

● What kinds of writing would you like to see on your campus in the 
future? 

● How can you help encourage different types of writing on your campus? 



Breakout Groups
See the back of your agenda for group numbers. In this group, go back to our three key 
questions from the beginning of the day and free writing: 

● Present: How is writing used in community engagement contexts at your 
institution? 

● Future: How would you like to see the role of writing expand? 

● How to get there: What strategies are you interested in pursuing to 
achieve your goals for writing and community engagement?  



Thank you for joining us! 
Don’t forget to check out http://commons.trincoll.edu/cli/workshop2018 for writing 
resources and slides from today

Please keep in touch! 

● Community Learning at Trinity College: Megan Hartline 
(megan.hartline@trincoll.edu)

● Campus Compact Southern New England: Matt Farley (mfarley@compact.org)
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