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FIGURE 2.1 Procedure to form a legally obtained home in Peru. The procedure consists of 5 stages. The first one alone involves 207 steps.
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depict a man and woman who have painstakingly saved to con-
struct a house for themselves and their children and who are creat-

ing enterprises where nobody imaginéd they could be built. I
resent the characterization of such heroic entrepreneurs as con-
tributors to the problem of global poverty.
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In the years after the American Civil War, a lecturer named

They are not the problem. They are the solution.
stirred millions of people. He told the story of an Indian merchant

Russell Conwell crisscrossed America delivering a message that

defeated. As he re-entered his abandoned house, he needed a drink

who had been promised by a prophet that he would surely become
rich beyond all imagining if only he would seek his treasure. The
merchant traveled the world only to return home old, sad, and

Conwell’s message is a useful one. Leaders of the Third World

of water. But the well on his property had silted up. Wearily, he
took out his spade and dug a new one—and instantly struck the

Golconda, the world’s greatest diamond mine.

" and former communist nations need not wander the world’s for-
eign ministries and international financial institutions seeking

their fortune. In the midst of their own poorest neighborhoods and

shantytowns, there are—if not acres of diamonds—trillions of dol-
lars, all ready to be put to use if only the mystery of how assets are

transformed into live capital can be unraveled.
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