
“The Power of 
Words”

Grade 9, English



Purpose 
● Connect students to the power of language 

○ Recognize how it relates to their life 

● Analyze how advocates use language 
○ Looking into different SJ movements 

● Empower students to be advocates 
○ The unit will end with students creating a project on a social justice issue of their 

choosing 

 



Standards
● Comprehension and Collaboration: SL. 9-10.1

○ “Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.”

● College and Career Readiness, Research to Build and Present Knowledge W.11-12.7 
○ “Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.”



Unit Activities & Objective Day 1
1. Students will be able to investigate how language has impacted their own 

lives

Sharing & Discussion of meaningful phrase, quote, or line 



Unit Activity & Objective Day 2
Objective 

2. Students will be able to analyze the way other advocates have used 
language to persuade their audience 

- Activity with Protest signs 

- Stationary Group Activity (Speeches) 
- Climate Change: Greta Thuberg 
- Civil Rights: MLK jr “Give us the Ballot”
- Women's Suffrage: Emmeline Pankhurts “Freedom or death”
- Holocaust Survivor: Elie Wiesel “The Perils of Indifference” 

- Ted talk: “Five Steps to Becoming an Advocate” Joseph R. Campbell



Unit Activity & Objective Day 3
Objective

3. Students will be able to effectively research and create their own project on 
a social justice issue including a title and product 

- “One Liner” One-Two sentence line that establishes point of view on a SJ 
issue 

- Students will look to the protest signs and news headlines for inspiration  
- Act as a title to Final Product 

- Conduct Research 
- Final Product 



Assessments 
Informal - Holistic Rubric 

- Exit ticket (Day 1)
- Evidence of Brainstorm (Day 2)
- Draft of “One-Liner” (Day 3)
- Peer Editing (Day 4 → only a workshop and peer edit day)

Formal - Analytical Rubric 

- Project: one line title, research, & product



Inequity 
● Social Action Approach 

● Developing “Critical consciousness”

●  Empowering students to connect to their own lives (Day 1)

● Freedom in Final Project to support different learning 

styles 
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