“The Power of
Words”

Grade 9, English



Purpose

e Connect students to the power of language
o Recognize how it relates to their life

e Analyze how advocates use language
o Looking into different S} movements

e Empower students to be advocates
o  The unit will end with students creating a project on a social justice issue of their
choosing



Standards

e Comprehension and Collaboration: SL. 9-10.1
o ‘“Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9—10 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.”

e College and Career Readiness, Research to Build and Present Knowledge W.11-12.7
o “Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.”



Unit Activities & Objective Day 1

1. Students will be able to investigate how language has impacted their own
lives

Sharing & Discussion of meaningful phrase, quote, or line

Day One: Class Discussion

What similarities do we see?

Unit Starting Assignment

e Pick a quote, phrase, or line that has made an impact on your life to be discussed next . .
class as a kickoff to the unit What gives this language power?
o Music lyrics, Books, Movie, religious doctrine, speeches, poems, life lessons etc
Suliditnes: e Values & Messages being shared
e Must have a discernible message or value
(Ex: don't pick a well written line about a snow covered hill UNLESS in that line you find a ° FOrmattlng
deeper message that you can relate to)
Must be school appropriate content (or cut to be) & RESPECTFUL of classmates y
PRISH e Word Choice

.
e Must be less than 50 words

o Harsh language must be reasonable in purpose, Obscene language must be cut completely
e Languages other than english are allowed and encouraged but translate beneath the

original to the best of your ability



Unit Activity & Objective Day 2

2. Students will be able to analyze the way other advocates have used
language to persuade their audience W ‘

Day Two Stationary Activity

With your group do the following:

- Activity with Protest signs

1. Highlight the most impactful lines in one color, and impactful words in

another color

2. Discuss

- Stationary Group Activity (Speeches)
- Climate Change: Greta Thuberg o Wil
- Civil Rights: MLK jr “Give us the Ballot”
- Women's Suffrage: Emmeline Pankhurts “Freedom or death”

- Holocaust Survivor: Elie Wiesel “The Perils of Indifference”

- Ted talk: “Five Steps to Becoming an Advocate” Joseph R. Campbell



Unit Activity & Objective Day 3

Objective

3. Students will be able to effectively research and create their own project on
a social justice issue including a title and product

- "One Liner” One-Two sentence line that establishes point of view on a §J

issue
- Students will look to the protest signs and news headlines for inspiration
- Act as a title to Final Product -
Product Guidelines

- Conduct Research T ——

e Artpiece
e Speech

= FI n a | P ro d u Ct : (F;(:Ereﬂr (to be discussed)

Guidelines Repeated:

e No Inflammatory, offensive, or overall disrespectful language
e Social justice stance must be researched with evidence-based, factual,
and trustworthy sources
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Informal - Holistic Rubric

- Exit ticket (Day 1)
- Evidence of Brainstorm (Day 2)
- Draft of “One-Liner” (Day 3)
- Peer Editing (Day 4 — only a workshop and peer edit day)

Formal - Analytical Rubric

- Project: one line title, research, & product




q y Level 4: The Social Action Approach
Students make decisions on important

e Social Action Approach social issues and take actions to help
solve them,
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