Better Endings:
What to Do in the Last Day of Class
Most courses end for students with the final exam. (We leave it to you to determine if that is, for your
students, a high note or a low one). However, an ending is not the same as closure, and teachers and
students often leave courses with unanswered questions and unchecked emotions. Most of us have
seen a number of tips on what to do on the first day of class, but we don't think about the importance of
the last day as an opportunity for students to reflect on and fully synthesize their learning.
Here are some suggestions that might make the closing of your course as memorable as the opening.
* Use the syllabus as a tool for course review.
* Ask students to create a flow chart to graph relationships between/among concepts learned.
* Ask students to revisit the goals they set for themselves at the start of the course. This works best if,
at the beginning of the semester, you have students write goals on a note card or send you a
memo describing their goals. Return the card/memo on the last day and ask students to assess how
well they accomplished their goals, what means they used to do so, and the apparent outcome.
They can discuss their accomplishments in small groups or write their observations in a memo to
you. Reflect aloud on what students may not have fully understood-explain the benefits and costs of
NOT understanding something.
* Describe what YOU learned about teaching and about the subject of the course.
* Ask students to write you a letter three months hence, telling you one thing they learned that they
have actually used.
* Ask students to write a letter to someone who will take the course next semester, providing a
general introduction to the course, describing strategies that were worthwhile and those that
caused problems, and offering advice for succeeding in the course. Seal the letters and deliver
them randomly to students at the start of the next semester.
* Use a team game format (Family Feud, College Bowl, Jeopardy) as an exam review tool. Give prizes
(like candy).
* Ask students to work in groups to construct a crossword puzzle using key concepts from the course.
Exchange puzzles among groups for solving.
* Ask students to bring on the last day of class several magazines (that they are willing to cut up),
scissors and glue. Instruct them to work in groups to create collages of pictures that summarize the

ideas presented during the preceding weeks of the course. Display the collages and ask each group
of students to explain the one they created.
* Require the students to come to the last class prepared to present (either graphically or verbally) a
metaphor for the subject of the course.
* Ask students to work in pairs or trios to write a concise and complete response to the question:
What is (the name of your discipline)?
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